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UNCLAS OTTAWA 2308 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PGOV, CA 

SUBJECT: GOOSE BAY CLOSURE 

REF: OTTAWA 2307 (NOTAL) 

1. GOC IS ISSUING TODAY THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE RE 
GOOSE BAY CLOSURE: 

BEGIN TEXT 

OTTAWA STUDIES WAYS TO ALLEVIATE ANY POTENTIAL LOCAL 
ADVERSE ECONOMIC IMPACT TO BE CAUSED BY US MILITARY 
PULL-OUT FROM GOOSE BAY, LABRADOR JUNE 30, 1976. 
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ITWAS JOINTLY CONFIRMED TODAY BY REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC EXPANSION ADMINISTRATOR DON JAMIESON, TRANSPORT 
MINISTER JEAN MARCHAND, AND WILLIAM ROMPKEY, MP, EOR GRAND 
FALLS, WHITE BAY, LABRADOR THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES HAS INFORMED THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA THAT IT INTENDS TO 
WITHDRAW THEIR MILITARY FORCES FROM GOOSE BAY WHEN THE 
PRESENT CANADA-US AGREEMENT EXPIRES JUNE 30, 1976. 

IN ANTICIPATION OF THIS MILITARY PULL-OUT, A 

COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
IS ACTIVELY STUDYING WAYS AND MEANS OF ALLEVIATING 
POTENTIALLY ADVERSE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS THAT 
THE COMMUNITY OF GOOSE BAY/HAPPY VALLEY COULD EXPERIENCE 
AS A RESULT OF THE US DECISION. 

THE US AIR FORCE HAS INDICATED THE DESIRE OF 
CONTINUING ACCESS TO THE GOOSE BAY AIRPORT IN ORDER TO 
MEET MULTILATERAL MILITARY REQUREMENTS UNDER NATO NORAD. 
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN INITIATED TO EXPLORE THE EXTENT 
AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THIS ACCESS MAY BE GRANTED BY 
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT. 

CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR ALTERNATIVE EMPLOYMENT 
ARE BEING DEVELOPED IN ADDITION TO THE EXISTING FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MANPOWER AND IMMIGRATION 
AND THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. 

THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT WILL OPERATE THE GOOSE 

BAY AIRPORT AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL AT A LEVEL TO ACCOMMODATE 

DOMESTIC TRAFFIC AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 

ON JULY I, 1973 THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT TOOK OVER 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF MOST FACILITIES AND SUPPORT 
INSTALLATIONS OF THE USAF AT GOOSE BAY. THE CANADIAN 
AIR TRANSPORT ADMINISTRATION'S RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE 
THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF MOST FACILITIES INCLUDING 
GROUND TRANSPORTATION, SEWERAGE, AND WATER SUPPLY, AND THE 
OTHER FACILITIES REQUIRED TO SUPPORT THE GOOSE BAY/ 

HAPPY VALLEY AREA. IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION 
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OF ALL PROPERTY NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE AIRPORT OPERATION. 
THE DEPARTMENT WILL ADMINISTER THIS PROPERTY UNTIL A DECISION 
WITH RESPECT TO ITS USE AND/OR DISPOSAL IN THE BEST INTERESTS 
OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND LABRADOR, AND THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF GOOSE BAY/HAPPY VALLEY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
ALL SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS. 

THE FEDERAL INTERDEPARTMENTAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
ON GOOSE BAY IS COMPOSED OF SENIOR REPRESENTATIVES 
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FROM REGIONAL ECONOMIC EXPANSION, TRANSPORT, 

PUBLIC WORKS, MANPOWER AND IMMIGRATION, EXTERNAL AFEAIRS, 
DND, AND THE TREASURY BOARD. 

MATTERS UNDER CONSIDERATION INCLUDE ALTERNATIVE 
EMPLOYMENT EOR THE EMPLOYEES AEEECTED BY THE USAE 
WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES; THE MATTERS OE TENURE, JOB 
SECURITY, EXISTING AND EUTURE BENEEITS WHICH ARE A 
MATTER OE INTEREST TO THE EMPLOYEES INVOLVED DIRECTLY 
OR INDIRECTLY, INTERGOVERNMENTAL ACTION RESPECTING THE 
EUTURE OE GOOSE BAY AND TERMS OE TRANSEER OE CERTAIN 
EEDERAL ASSETS REFERRED TO AS THE NORTH SIDE LANDS AND 
EACILITIES AT GOOSE BAY TO THE PROVINCE OE NEWFOUNDLAND. 

END TEXT 

2. UNLESS ADVISED IMMEDIATELY TO CONTRARY, EMBASSY 
PROPOSES NOT RPT NOT TO ISSUE PRESS RELEASE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
BUT RATHER TO USE CANADIAN RELEASE AS SOURCE ON AN "IF ASKED" 
BASIS. 

PORTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BASE CLOSINGS, GOOSE BAY, PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT, ECONOMIC TRENDS, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 JUN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975OTTAWA02308 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750215-1077 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750630/aaaabbht.tel 

Line Count: 136 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 OTTAWA 2307 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAR 2003 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <10 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOOSE BAY CLOSURE 
TAGS: MARR, PGOV, CA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



